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International Literacy Day
Our first theme for Sacred Time this year is literacy as 
it is international literacy day. !
This year marks the 50th anniversary of International 
Literacy Day and UNESCO is celebrating it under the 
banner “Reading the Past, Writing the Future”. 
International Literacy Day 2016 celebrates and honours 
the past five decades of national and international 
engagement, efforts and progress made to increase 
literacy rates around the world. It also addresses current 
challenges and looks to innovative solutions to further 
boost literacy in the future. Fifty years ago, UNESCO 
officially proclaimed 8 September International Literacy 
Day to actively mobilize the international community and 
to promote literacy as an instrument to empower 
individuals, communities and societies. Now International 
Literacy Day is celebrated worldwide, bringing together 
governments, multi- and bilateral organizations, NGOs, 
private sectors, communities, teachers, learners and 
experts in the field. On this day also International Literacy 
Prizes are awarded to people with outstanding solutions 
that can drive literacy towards achieving the 2030 
Education Agenda. This year the focus is on innovation. 
This is the first year of implementation of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development. In this context the 
vision of literacy is aligned with lifelong learning 
opportunities with special focus on youth and adults. 
Literacy is a part of Sustainable Development Goal 4, 
which aims to “ensure inclusive and equitable quality 
education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for 
all”. The target is that by 2030 all youth and a substantial 
proportion of adults, both men and women, achieve 
literacy and numeracy (SDG Target 4.6). 

Find out what is going 
on in the world or watch 

BBC newsround

http://formtimeideas.com/ 

Lord, we place these people and 
situations before you and ask you to 
help. In the name of the Father, and 

of the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

Theme

Advent 1: Week 1

What does this day mean for us? !
Literacy is the ability to read, view, write, design, speak and listen in a way that allows you to 
communicate effectively. The power of literacy lies not just in the ability to read and write, but 
rather in our capacity to apply these skills to effectively connect,  interpret and to experience the 
world in which we live. However, not everyone in the world is able to read and write. 250 million 
children can not read or write and 120 million children have never been to school. To improve our 
own literacy we should all try to read each day. 

Relates to us
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Key Questions and activities…. 
Google ‘God’s creation’ and discuss the images that 
come up. 
!
Why are girls not allowed to go to school in some 
countries? 

Dear Father,  
thank you for the ability to learn and grow. The gift of reading and 
literacy is one thing many of us take for granted, we pray for those 
who struggle or are not given the opportunity to read and write. We 
pray especially for countries around the world where girls are still not 
allowed to go to school and get an education. We pray this comes to 
an end. 
!
Amen.

During sacred Time this year, we are going to look at key events 
in the Bible to deepen our understanding of the Bible and 
Christianity. The first key event is creation. This can be found in 
the Genesis book in the Bible. Here we hear how God created 
the world in 6 days and how he created humans. He created us 
in his image meaning we are all equally and should be treated as 
such.  !

Genesis 1:26-27 !
Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let 
them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle 

and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." God 
created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female 

He created them.

Biblical link

Prayer

Thought for the day

Daily bible reading

Sacred time this week can link to the British Value of 
individual liberty. This is because in countries like Somalia, 
Niger, Liberia and Mali, girls are not allowed to go to 
school. These girls do not have the liberty to go to school 
like we have in this country. This means our individual 
liberty is valued and respected but it also means we have 
duty to raise awareness of the lack of liberty around the 
world.
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