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Fairy Tales: Cinderella	


Our third fairy tale is Cinderella. This was written by the 
Brother’s Grimm in 1815 in Germany. !
There once was a widower who remarried. His second wife was 
ill-natured, and she had two daughters who were just as 
unpleasant as their mother. The man had a beautiful, gentle 
daughter of his own, and she was soon to become the servant 
of her evil step-mother and step-sisters. They made her do all 
the chores around the house, and she was named Cinderella, 
after the cinders she swept out of the fireplace. The King 
needed to find a queen for his prince, so he threw a huge ball. 
The evil step-mother and step-sisters were invited, but 
Cinderella was not allowed to go. After they left, Cinderella’s 
fairy godmother appeared and changed her dirty rags into a 
beautiful gown with glass slippers. Next the fairy godmother 
changed a pumpkin into a coach and some mice into footmen. 
Before Cinderella left, the fairy godmother warned her to be 
home before midnight, because the spell would only last till 
then. Cinderella was a hit at the ball. The prince fell in love with 
her and asked her name. Just then the clock struck midnight, 
and Cinderella ran away. She was in such a hurry, she lost one 
of her glass slippers. It was the only clue the prince had to find 
his true love. He went to every home in the kingdom and had 
every single young girl try on the slipper to see if it fit. The evil 
step-sisters couldn’t fit the slipper, but Cinderella did. The 
prince married her and they all lived happily ever after. !

Find out what is going on in 
the world or watch BBC 

newsround

http://formtimeideas.com/ 

Lord, we place these people and situations before 
you and ask you to help. In the name of the 

Father, and of the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

Theme

Pentecost 1: Week 3

Clip to watch 

Like with all the fairy tales we will look at, Cinderella has many 
meanings and interpretations. In the more modern versions of the story, 
Cinderella is always thinking about her mum who dies at the beginning 

of the story. She thinks about the words she told her to ‘have courage and be kind’. It is these words that we 
could all live be, to have courage in who we are and what we do and to be kind to all that we meet. Cinderella is 
mistreated throughout the whole tale, but is always kind to her evil step mother and step sisters. She has 
courage to be kind to them and to keep dreaming of a better life for herself. Do we have courage? Are we 
always kind? Would we be kind to those who mistreated us in some way?  !!
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Key Questions…. 
!
What would you ask the Fairy Godmother for? 
Why are people so bothered about how others look ? 
How does this relate to you 
How does this relate to the world?

!
Dear lord, 
Help us to be kind and to follow in Jesus’ example of 
being kind to everyone. Give us courage to be the 
best we can be, and to use our God given talents to 
benefit others. !
We ask this in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

How can we link this fairy tale to the Bible or Gospel values? When 
the prince comes for Cinderella to have her try on the glass slipper, 
she’s insecure about going to him. She worries he might not like her 
without her magical gown and golden carriage. That’s when the 
movie tells us that the greatest courage is daring to be seen for who 
you really are. Cinderella must accept the fact that the prince doesn’t 
love her because she managed to make herself look love-worthy; he 
just loves her. Here we have a glimpse of the kind of love that echoes 
gospel love. In Jesus’s love, we too learn to stop dressing up to 
impress our Saviour. He comes to us as we are and loves us, and that 
is where we find our self-worth. Gone is the pressure of living like a 
fancied-up Cinderella whose gown is actually rags and whose carriage 
is really a garden vegetable. Our beauty comes from the fact that 
Jesus already loves us, not from any superficial trappings we try on 
to make ourselves look desirable.

Biblical link

Prayer

Thought for the day

Daily bible reading

Sacred time this week can link to the British Value 
of liberty. This is because in the fairy tale, Cinderella 
is kept locked up as slave and mistreated by her 
step sisters, she does not have her liberty. The 
UNDHR states that we all have a right to be free, 
treated fairly and paid fairly for any work that we do.
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