
Number Crunchers
Numeracy Tips and Hints

Number Crunchers 7 – Finding Percentages by hand



Number Crunchers
Number Crunchers has been designed to give you short 
and easy to follow numeracy tips to help you in both your 
maths lessons and in other areas of the Curriculum in 
which you will use Numeracy skills

Last week we looked at Subtracting a decimal number 
from a whole number

This week we are looking at Finding Percentages of an 
amount by hand



Finding a Percentage by hand
Problem?

Find a percentage of an amount without using a 
Calculator

Solution…

• Use combinations of 50%, 10% and 1% to get any 
percentage for an amount



Finding a Percentage by hand
50% - divide amount by 2

10% - divide amount by 10

1% - divide amount by 100



Example

24% of 700= ?



Solution

24% of 700= 168



Solution - Harder

87% of 1250 = 
1087.5



Your turn…
1) 12% of 900

2) 35% of 1700

3) 48% of 1680



Solutions
1) 12% of 900 = 108

2) 35% of 1700 = 595

3) 48% of 1680 = 806.4



Challenge
Can you use the same idea with this question?

Find 108% of 4500



Solution
Can you use the same idea with this question?

Find 108% of 4500

= 4860



Context
Tesco offer a 15% deal on Yankee 
Candles

The cost of a large jar is £18

How much can be saved in this 
deal?



Solution
Tesco offer a 15% deal on Yankee Candles

The cost of a large jar is £18

How much can be saved in this deal?

15% of £18 = 2.70, 
so you save £2.70 with this deal.



FORM TUTOR CHALLENGE

Work out:

17.5% of £450

Is your form tutor up to the challenge?

Ask your form tutor why 17.5% is so important…




