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National Storytelling Week

‘After nourishment, shelter and 
companionship, stories are the thing we 
need most in the world,’ wrote the author 
Philip Pullman. !
The first week of February marks National Storytelling 
Week, a chance to reflect on one of the oldest art 
forms in the world. From retelling something that’s 
happened in your day; reading a night time story to a 
child; or watching a plot unfold on TV – storytelling is a 
part of our own everyday lives and the entertainment 
we get from movies, programmes, plays and other 
powerful performances. Speech and language 
therapists believe that storytelling is vital for academic 
success as it promotes narrative skills and 
strengthens our ability to correctly sequence ideas. 
But above all, storytelling is fun. Whether we are 
listening to someone else’s story or telling our own, 
inventing and adapting narratives can open doors to 
exciting new worlds — both real and imaginary. The 
Society for Storytelling was established in 1993 and 
their aim was to promote the ancient art of 
storytelling.  The society is open to anyone with a 
love and passion for storytelling.  Whether you 
are a storyteller or just someone who loves to 
listen to a well told tale!   People from all over 
the UK get involved and it’s an enriching 
experience of bonding and bringing people 
together. 

Find out what is going 
on in the world or watch 

BBC newsround

http://formtimeideas.com/ 

Lord, we place these people and 
situations before you and ask you to 
help. In the name of the Father, and 

of the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

Theme

Lent 1: Week 5

What does this day mean for us? 
!
This week you can get involved by: 
*Sharing a childhood story 
*Read a story to a younger brother or sister 
*Share a story in form or in class 
*Write a story 
*Go to the library and get a book

Relates to us
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Key Questions and activities…. 
Why do you think Jesus’ stories are still told today? 
!
What is your favourite story? 
!
What will your story be?

Lord, plant my seed in good ground! Help me to grow in faith so 
my relationship with you is not shallow and weak, but a deep 
and mature faith. Grant me a faith that can move mountains of 
doubt and oceans of fear. Teach me to triumph over temptation. 
Help me to believe in you, even when I do not understand the 
capricious nature of the weather and the cruelty in some 
people. Lord, I am yours. Take me as I am. Shape me. Make 
me. Mold me into the person you would have me to be. !!
Through Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour we pray. Amen.!

Jesus was a storyteller. He told stories called parables, 
these were stories with a meaning. These stories are still 
shared today, over 2000 years after he first told them. 
One such story is about the sower. A man is planting 
seeds, some land on the rocky path, some grow but die 
and others get tangled up by weeds. The only seeds that 
grow are the ones that land on good soil. Jesus explains 
this parable by saying the seeds represent us and 
whether we listen to the message of the kingdom. Some of us don’t 
listen to the message at all, while others listen but ignore it. Some 
of us listen to the message but are too concerned with materialistic 
things. Then there are some of us who listen to the message and 
actually put it into action, that we are good people who try to live 
out the values of the kingdom.

ScripTURE

Prayer

Thought for the day

Daily bible reading

Sacred time this week can link to 
the British Value of individual 
liberty. This is because this 

British Value is about being free, free to be who you 
want to be. You are in control of your own story so you 
can be whoever you want to be. Each new chapter of 
your life will bring new adventures and experiences! 
Grab the world with both hands!
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