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European Day of Languages
The European Year of Languages started in 2001, 
jointly organised by the Council of Europe and the 
European Union, was successful in involving millions 
of people across 45 participating countries. Its 
activities celebrated linguistic diversity in Europe and 
promoted language learning. 
Following the success of the Year of Languages, the 
Council of Europe declared a European Day of 
Languages to be celebrated on 26th of September 
each year. The general objectives of the European 
Day of Languages are: 
 1 Alerting the public to the importance of         

language learning and diversifying the range 
of languages learnt in order to increase 
plurilingualism and intercultural 
understanding; 

 2 Promoting the rich linguistic and cultural         
diversity of Europe, which must be preserved 
and fostered; 

 3 Encouraging lifelong language learning in and         
out of school, whether for study purposes, for 
professional needs, for purposes of mobility 
or for pleasure and exchanges. !

Click on this link to find out more and to find out fun 
and interesting facts about languages.

Find out what is going 
on in the world or watch 

BBC newsround

http://formtimeideas.com/ 

Lord, we place these people and 
situations before you and ask you to 
help. In the name of the Father, and 

of the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

Theme

Advent 1: Week 4

What does this day mean for us? 
There have never been more opportunities to work or study in a different European country - but lack of language 
competence prevents many people from taking advantage of them. Globalisation and patterns of business 
ownership mean that citizens increasingly need foreign language skills to work effectively within their own 
countries. English alone is no longer enough. 
Europe is rich in languages - there are over 200 European languages and many more spoken by citizens whose family 
origin is from other continents. This is an important resource to be recognised, used and cherished. Language learning 
brings benefits to young and old - you are never too old to learn a language and to enjoy the opportunities it opens up. Even 
if you only know a few words of the language of the country that you visit (for example on holiday), this enables you to make 
new friends and contacts. Learning other peoples' languages is a way of helping us to understand each other better and 
overcome our cultural differences. 

Relates to us

http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround
http://edl.ecml.at/LanguageFun/tabid/1516/Default.aspx
http://formtimeideas.com/
http://edl.ecml.at/LanguageFun/tabid/1516/Default.aspx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround
http://formtimeideas.com/


Key Questions and activities…. 
What language would you like to learn? 
!
Why are there so many different languages?

During sacred Time this year, we are going to look at key events in the Bible to 
deepen our understanding of the Bible and Christianity.  
Up until this point in the Bible, the whole world had one language - one common 
speech for all people. The people of the earth became skilled in construction 
and decided to build a city with a tower that would reach to heaven. By building 
the tower they wanted to make a name for themselves and also prevent their 
city from being scattered. 
God came to see their city and the tower they were building. He perceived their 
intentions, and in His infinite wisdom, He knew this "stairway to heaven" would 
only lead the people away from God. He noted the powerful force within their 
unity of purpose. As a result, God confused their language, causing them to 
speak different languages so they would not understand each other. By doing 
this, God thwarted their plans. He also scattered the people of the city all over 
the face of the earth.

Biblical link

Prayer

Thought for the day

Daily bible reading

Sacred time this week can link to the British 
Value of mutual respect This is because learning 
each others language will help us get to know 
each other and our cultures. If we learn 
languages or not, we should always respect 
them.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00szxv6/clips
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00szxv6/clips
http://www.catholic.org/bible/daily_reading/
http://www.catholic.org/bible/daily_reading/

