
Sacred Time -Speeches that have changed the world 

g 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily Bible readings HERE and  

Thought for the Day clips HERE 

 

 

Lord, Jesus Christ  
 who reached across the ethnic boundaries 
between Samaritan, Roman and Jew who 
offered fresh sight to the blind and freedom to 
captives,  help us to break down the barriers 
in our community, enable us to see the reality 
of racism and bigotry,  and free us to 
challenge and uproot it from ourselves, our 
society and our world. 
 Amen.  
 

 

 

 

Prayer 
Bite 

 

Nebuchadnezzar was one of the most powerful rulers ever to appear on the 
world stage, yet like all kings, his might was nothing in the face of the One True 
God. This Babylonian monarch figured prominently in the Bible books of 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel. His name means "may Nebo (or Nabu) protect the 
crown" and is sometimes translated as Nebuchadrezzar. Nebuchadnezzar 
conquered Jerusalem in 587 BC and transported many of its brightest citizens 
back to Babylon, including the young Daniel and his three Hebrew friends, who 
were renamed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. The book of Daniel pulls 
back the curtain of time to show how God used Nebuchadnezzar to shape world 
history.  Like many rulers, Nebuchadnezzar reveled in his own superiority, but in 
reality he was only an instrument in God's plan. God gave Daniel the ability to 
interpret Nebuchadnezzar's dreams, but the king did not submit wholly to 
God.  Daniel explained a dream that predicted the king would go insane for 
seven years, live in the fields like an animal, with long hair and fingernails, and 
eat grass.  A year later, as Nebuchadnezzar was boasting to himself, the dream 
came true. 

 

Biblical  
BitBitBite 

Click HERE to watch a clip. 

Key Questions…. 
Describe one of your dreams. 

Is there anything you would be prepared 

to die for? 

Why is there always a struggle between 

races? 

http://www.catholic.org/bible/daily_reading/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00szxv6/clips
http://ancienthistory.about.com/od/babylonia/a/aa031400aBabyln.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/oldtestamentbooks/fl/Book-of-Ezekiel.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/oldtestamentbooks/fl/Book-of-Daniel.htm
http://www.mythencyclopedia.com/Mi-Ni/Nabu.html
http://christianity.about.com/od/oldtestamentpeople/fl/Daniel-ndash-A-Prophet-in-Exile.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/Old-Testament/a/Shadrach-Meshach-Abednego.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/topicaldevotions/a/surrendertogod.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/topicaldevotions/a/surrendertogod.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A3dgarO_G-M
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Nelson Mandela (1918-2013) was born the son of a Tembu 
tribal chieftain at Qunu, near Umtata, in South Africa. He 
renounced his right to succeed his father and instead chose a 
political career. He attended college, became a lawyer, joined 
the African National Congress (ANC) in 1944 and helped found 
its powerful Youth League. In 1962, he was arrested by South 
African security police for his opposition to the white 
government and its apartheid ("separateness") policies of 
racial, political, and economic discrimination against the 
nonwhite majority. In 1964, the government brought further 
charges including sabotage, high treason and conspiracy to 
overthrow the government. This is Mandela's statement from 
the dock at the opening of his defense in the 1964 trial. On 
June 11, 1964, at the conclusion of the trial, Mandela was 
found guilty on four charges of sabotage and was sentenced to 
life imprisonment. He began his sentence in the notorious 
Robben Island Prison, a maximum security prison on a small 
island off the coast near Cape Town. A worldwide campaign to 
free Mandela began in the 1980s and resulted in his release on 
February 11, 1990, at age 71, after 27 years in prison. In 1993, 
Mandela shared the Nobel Peace Prize with South Africa's 
President F.W. de Klerk for their peaceful efforts to bring a 
non-racial democracy to South Africa. Black South Africans 
voted for the first time in the 1994 election that brought 
Mandela the presidency of South Africa. 

 

Nelson Mandela:  
“I am prepared to die”  

 

Find out what is going on in the world 
or watch BBC newsround 

 

News of the World 
Who? 

Lord, we place these 
people and situations 

before you and ask you to 
help. In the name of the 

Father, and of the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

http://formtimeideas.com/  

Click to listen to his speech 

Advent1: Week 6 

“During my lifetime I have 
dedicated myself to this 

struggle of the African people. I 
have fought against white 

domination, and I have fought 
against black domination. I 

have cherished the ideal of a 
democratic and free society in 
which all persons live together 

in harmony and with equal 
opportunities. It is an ideal 

which I hope to live for and to 
achieve. But if needs be, it is 

an ideal for which I am 
prepared to die.” 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround
http://formtimeideas.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3vDWWy4CMhE

