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Daily Bible readings 

 HERE and Thought for the Day clips HERE 

 

Country’s MOTTO  

‘Foedere et Religione Tenemur’ 

(Latin: We are held together by pact and by 

religion) 

Italy (Group E) 

Angelo Ogbonna played 28 Premier League games in his debut season for West Ham. Italy include three 

Premier League players in their squad - West Ham defender Angelo Ogbonna, Manchester United full-back 

Matteo Darmian and Southampton striker Graziano Pelle. 

Goalkeepers: Gianluigi Buffon (Juventus), Federico Marchetti (Lazio), Salvatore Sirigu (Paris St-

Germain). 

Defenders: Andrea Barzagli (Juventus), Leonardo Bonucci (Juventus), Giorgio Chiellini (Juventus), 

Angelo Ogbonna (West Ham). 

Midfielders: Federico Bernardeschi (Fiorentina), Antonio Candreva (Lazio), Matteo Darmian (Manchester 

United), Daniele de Rossi (Roma), Mattia de Sciglio (Milan), Stephan El Shaarawy (Roma), Alessandro 

Florenzi (Roma), Emanuele Giaccherini (Bologna), Thiago Motta (Paris St-Germain), Marco Parolo 

(Lazio), Stefano Sturaro (Juventus). 

Forwards: Eder (Sampdoria), Ciro Immobile (Torino), Lorenzo Insigne (Napoli), Graziano Pelle 

(Southampton), Simone Zaza (Juventus). 

 Interesting percentages:  

87.8% of the population identify as Catholic, 5.8% as non-believers or atheists, 

2.6% as Muslims, and 3.8% adhere to other religions 
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News of the World http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world 
or watch CBBC Newsround 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround 
 
Lord, we place these people and situations before you and ask you to 

help. In the name of the Father, and of the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

Amen. 
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Patron Saint of Italy: 

  Saint Catherine of Siena was the 25th of the 26 

children of a northern Italy wool dyer named Giacomo di 

Benincasa. She was born on 25 March 1347.  

At the age of twelve, her parents thought of 

arranging a marriage for her, but she begged them to 

allow her to remain single. To discourage her from this 

plan, her parents put her in charge of much of the 

household management, hoping that this servitude would 

change her mind.  

After some years, convinced by her steadfastness 

and patience, her father relented and Catherine joined 

the Third Order of Dominicans, and spend the next three 

years 'in the desert' in a small room in her parent's home. 

Sometime during this time, she underwent what is called 

a 'spiritual espousal', and she had a vision of the Infant 

Jesus offering her a wedding band.  

She re-joined the world, and began to serve Christ 

in the sick, poor and ignorant. Many people were 

attracted to her by her charm, calm and wisdom. She 

served the poor, sick and to pray for the conversion of 

sinners. Despite persecutions by the local clergy and 

others, she began to gather disciples. When another 

vision commanded her to enter the 'public life of the 

world', Saint Catherine entered into correspondence with 

the princes and republics of Italy, was consulted by papal 

legates about the affairs of the Church, and began 

working to repair the damage of civil war and religious 

factions in her country. 

 

British Values  

We should show RESPECT to one another as part 

of our British Values. In Italy it is important to 

show propriety and respect when meeting 

people, especially when meeting people for the 

first time.   
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