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Fairy Tales: The boy who cried wolf	


Our second fairy tale is the Boy who cried wolf. This is another 
one of Aesop’s Fables and was written in ancient Greece. !
There once was a shepherd boy who was bored as he sat on the 
hillside watching the village sheep. To amuse himself he took a great 
breath and sang out, "Wolf! Wolf! The Wolf is chasing the sheep!” The 
villagers came running up the hill to help the boy drive the wolf away. 
But when they arrived at the top of the hill, they found no wolf. The 
boy laughed at the sight of their angry faces. 
"Don't cry 'wolf', shepherd boy," said the villagers, "when there's no 
wolf!" They went grumbling back down the hill. 
Later, the boy sang out again, "Wolf! Wolf! The wolf is chasing the 
sheep!" To his naughty delight, he watched the villagers run up the hill 
to help him drive the wolf away. When the villagers saw no wolf they 
sternly said, "Save your frightened song for when there is really 
something wrong! Don't cry 'wolf' when there is NO wolf!” But the boy 
just grinned and watched them go grumbling down the hill once more. 
Later, he saw a REAL wolf prowling about his flock. Alarmed, he 
leaped to his feet and sang out as loudly as he could, "Wolf! Wolf!” 
But the villagers thought he was trying to fool them again, and so they 
didn't come. At sunset, everyone wondered why the shepherd boy 
hadn't returned to the village with their sheep. They went up the hill to 
find the boy. They found him weeping. 
"There really was a wolf here! The flock has scattered! I cried out, 
"Wolf!" Why didn't you come?" 
An old man tried to comfort the boy as they walked back to the 
village. 
"We'll help you look for the lost sheep in the morning," he said, putting 
his arm around the youth, "Nobody believes a liar...even when he is 
telling the truth!" !
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Lord, we place these people and situations before 
you and ask you to help. In the name of the 

Father, and of the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen.
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The story of the boy who cried wolf teaches its lesson by means of a negative 
example. That is, the story is about a character who makes a foolish mistake, 
and who then suffers some kind of punishment as a result. The idea is that we 

should learn from this negative example to avoid making the same foolish mistake ourselves! The mistake that the 
shepherd's boy makes, of course, is that he jokes about the presence of danger - just for fun, he cries, "Wolf!" so that people 
come running to help him - and the boy thinks this is very funny indeed. He plays this joke on the people over and over 
again. Then, the wolf actually does show up! The boy cries, "Wolf!" but no one comes running to help him, and the wolf is 
able to devastate the boy's flock of sheep. As a result of his foolish mistake, the boy suffers a terrible loss - and, by 
observing his punishment, we are supposed to learn to avoid making this same mistake ourselves. Don't be like the boy who 
cried wolf; instead, you should always tell the truth. That is what the fable teaches.!
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Key Questions…. 
!
Why do people lie? 
Have you ever lied? Why? 
How does this relate to you? 
How does this relate to the world?

!
Dear lord, 
Please forgive us if we have sinned through not 
telling the truth. Help us to tell the truth always, even 
if we might be punished. !
We ask this in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

How can we link this fairy tale to the Bible or Gospel values? The 
little boy who cried wolf didn’t obey God's Ninth Commandment 
which is to not lie. Also, he didn't realise that “we can fool some of 
the people all of the time, and all of the people some of the time, but 
we can’t ever fool God!" !
God's name is Truth (John 14:6), and lies distance us from 
His protection and His love (Proverbs 12:22; Colossians 3:9) !
If there are areas of your life where you are lying to yourself or 

others, come clean today. Ask God’s help—He is eager to give it.  
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Sacred time this week can link to the British Value 
of rule of law. This is because everyone in every 
situation should always tell the truth and not lie. In a 
court of law, people have to swear on the Bible 
before they give evidence to show that they are 
going to ‘tell the truth and nothing but the truth’
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