
Section A – theatre roles and terminology 

• This section will include 4 multiple choice questions about:

• Theatre roles and responsibilities 

• Types of staging and areas of the stage   

*This section is marked out of 4 in total 

YOU SHOULD SPEND 5 MINS MAX ON THIS SECTION! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VeTpob9LBM8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VeTpob9LBM8


The roles and responsibilities of 
Theatre makers  



Playwright 

This is the name given to the person who 
writes the play.



Performer 

An actor or entertainer who realises a role or 

performance in

front of an audience



Understudy 

An actor who studies another’s role so that they 
can take over when needed



Lighting designer 

responsible for designing the lighting states and, if 
required, special lighting effects for a performance. 
The final design will
result in a lighting plot which is a list of the lighting 
states and their cues.



Sound designer 

responsible for designing the sound required 
for a performance. This may include 
underscoring, intro and outro music as well
as specific effects. The final design will result in 
a sound plot which is a list of the sounds 
required and their cues.



Set designer 

responsible for the design of the set for a 
performance. They will work closely with the 
director and other designers so that there is 
unity between all the designs and the needs of 
the performance.



Costume designer 

The person who designs the costumes for a 
performance. The costume
department of a theatre is often called the 
wardrobe



Puppet designer 

The person who designs the puppets for a 
performance.



Technician 

A person who works backstage either setting 
up technical equipment such as microphones 
or rigging lights before a production or 
operating technical equipment during a 
performance.



Director 

The person in charge of the artistic elements 
of a production. A director will often have the 
initial creative idea (‘concept’) for a 
production, will work with the actors in 
rehearsal, and will collaborate with designers 
and the technical team to realise this idea in 
performance.



Stage manager

The person in charge of all aspects of backstage, 
including the backstage crew. They will oversee 
everything that happens backstage before, during and 
after a performance. During the rehearsal period, the 
Stage Manager and their team will make sure that all 
props are found or made, scene changes are rehearsed 
and smooth, and all other aspects of
backstage are prepared. They are also in charge of the 
rehearsal schedule.



Theatre manager 

This is the person who is responsible for and 
manages the front-of- house
team who deal with the audience during the 
production (for example, the box
office manager, ushers and similar staff).



Revision Activities - roles in the theatre 

Who am I? 
Powerpoint quiz OR You must choose a card with a role on it. You can ask others ‘yes’ 
or ‘no’ questions to find out who you are. 

Explain it to me 
you must explain the role on your card to others without saying certain words 

Role charades 
In groups, you must mime the role that is on your card for others to guess correctly

Match up 
You must match up all of the roles with their correct definitions 

Create your own Section A questions



Test your knowledge and understanding

Roles and responsibilities of theatre 
makers  



STAGE MANAGER

1. “My job is to ensure the smooth 
running of a show from backstage. 
I oversee all technical elements and 

I am generally in charge of the 
performance space at all times.”

WHO AM I?



COSTUME DESIGNER

4.“My job is to design, 
create and maintain 

all the costumes for a 
production. I have to 

research into 
appropriate clothes 
based on themes, 

time periods and the 
characters in the 

piece.”

WHO AM I?



ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

10.“I am in charge of what is 
performed in the theatre, and 
which events take place. It is 
my job to create a schedule 
that best suits the theatre 

and the public throughout the 
year. I may also direct in-
house performances. I am 

also in charge of public 
Health and safety.”

WHO AM I?



SET DESIGNER

12.“I work closely with the director to design the set, using 
models, sketches and research to find appropriate items for the 

space. I work out how the set can be moved and used, and I 
oversee the building of it.”

WHO AM I?



DIRECTOR

5.“I have creative responsibility over a 
performance. It’s my job to have a 

vision and an aim. I lead the actors with 
the interpretation of the piece and I tell 

them what to do.”

WHO AM I?



PLAYWRIGHT

8.“I am the writer of the script. I include all characters, plot and 
stage directions in my script before I hand it over to the producer 

and director.”

WHO AM I?



LIGHTING DESIGNER

18.“I make the plan for lighting 
taking into consideration the 
moods and atmospheres that 

need to be created in part of the 
performance. I decide where any 
special lighting effects should be 

used.”

WHO AM I?



FRONT OF HOUSE

9.“My job is to check tickets, show audience members to their 
seats, sell refreshments at the interval and generally look 

after the public as they enter the performance.”

WHO AM I?



ACTOR/PERFORMER

20. “I am employed to perform in the piece, taking 
instruction from the director at all times. I must attend 

all rehearsals and learn my lines.”

WHO AM I?



STAGE CREW

WHO AM I?
13.“We are in charge of putting 
the set up, taking it down and 

moving it around during a 
performance. We wear black so 

we cant be seen during scene 
changes, and we stay backstage 

to help out with anything else 
that needs doing backstage 

during a performance.”



Types of staging and set 



Proscenium arch stage

A stage where the audience sits on one 
side only is called a proscenium arch stage
(you might know this as end-on staging). 
The audience faces one side of the stage 
directly, and may sit at a lower height or in 
tiered seating. The frame around the stage 
is called the proscenium arch. This helps to 
define that imaginary fourth wall in realistic 
theatre. 

There are two other terms worth mentioning here which are 
the thrust stage and apron stage. A thrust stage is where the 
acting area in front of the proscenium arch comes forward so 
that some of the audience are sitting on three sides of the 
action of the play. An apron stage is often used as an 
alternative term for thrust stage but can also refer to the much 
smaller acting area in front of the proscenium arch in some 
theatres.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z26bjxs/revision#glossary-zgcf9j6


Theatre In-the-round 

An in-the-round stage is positioned at the centre of the 
audience. This means that there’s an audience around the 
whole stage. This type of stage creates quite an intimate 
atmosphere, and is good for drama that needs audience 
involvement. There are walkways for the performers to reach 
the acting area. This kind of staging means that you have to 
think carefully about the old adage of not turning your back on 
the audience. An actor will sometimes do that for effect but in 
theatre in the round, part of the audience is always looking at 
your back. Keeping every member of that audience involved 
requires some skilful blocking (working out the movements of 
each character in relation to the script). Theatre in the round 
can also be referred to as arena theatre.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z26bjxs/revision#glossary-zb4ykqt


Traverse stage

A stage where the audience sits on two sides 
is called a traverse stage. Again, this type of 
stage is good for creating an intimate 
atmosphere as the audience are close to the 
action. It’s an unusual form of staging but 
you will often see the format used for 
fashion shows since it is, effectively, a 
catwalk



Thrust stage 

A thrust stage is where the audience sits on 3 sides of the 
stage. It is as if the stage has ‘thrust’ itself out into the 
audience 



Promenade theatre

Promenade theatre is when the audience move from place to place during the performance. This is a popular device used by 
various modern practitioners. A well-known example would be National Theatre Wales's production of The Passion which 
took place in several locations across the Welsh town of Port Talbot.



Revision activities – types of 
staging and set 

Stand in
You must go the area of the stage identified  
Match up 
you must match up the types of staging pictures with their definition 
Pictionary
you must attempt to draw the types of stages for others to guess
Create a stage
in groups, you must create the type of staging in studio 



Areas of the Stage  



USR - Upstage Right USC - Upstage Centre USL - Upstage Left

CR- Centre Right CS - Centre Stage CL - Centre Left

DSR - Downstage Right DSC - Downstage Centre DSL - Downstage Left

Audience Audience Audience

Areas of the stage

Stage areas are named so that people can easily say where an actor needs to be. The areas of the stage 
are always related to the actor, so 'stage left' (SL) would be on the actor's left when facing the audience. 
The director, watching from the audience, would see stage left on his or her right.
Often stage areas will be abbreviated into the following:



1. Where on stage is the MAN?
2. Where on stage is the WOMAN AND CHILD?
3. Where on stage is the SOFA?
4. Where on stage is the DINING TABLE?
5. Where on stage is the SUITCASE?

Test your knowledge and understanding
Areas of the stage  



Audience 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwicqaSUi5jWAhUD0xQKHTxOAPQQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/576179346051737518/&psig=AFQjCNE8BrIorTQGoxRrjLyeGQPNcRRqWw&ust=1505045925646278
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiHtbLajJjWAhWG1BoKHfjSCbQQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/5066618309744531/&psig=AFQjCNFX_ar8mavUL4xjbEfB159y0gBqUg&ust=1505046341404552

