
 

 

TASK SHEET 1.  

 

Read the highlighted quotations and answer the questions that follow: 
 

 "Imagine living in a strange, dark city for twenty years. 

There are some dismal dwellings on the east side 

and one of them is yours." 

 

1. Comment on the impact of starting the poem with the word "imagine".  

2. The poet speaks about the foreigner living in a strange, dark city. Why would 

the city be both ‘strange’ and ‘dark’? 

3.  Is there any significance to the time-span of "twenty years"?  

4. Comment on the alliteration in "dismal dwellings".  

5. What is the purpose of using the personal pronouns "you" and "your" throughout 

this poem?  

 

 

"The voice in your head recites the letter in a local dialect; behind that is the 

sound of your mother singing to you, 

all that time ago, and now you do not know why your eyes are watering and what's 

the word for this." 

 

1. What is this "voice in your head"?  

2. Why would this voice recite the letter "in a local dialect"?  

3. Why are "your eyes are watering"?  

4. Why does the voice "not know . . . what's the word for this".  

  

‘Imagine one night  

you saw a name for yourself sprayed in red  

against a brick wall.  A hate name.  Red like blood.’ 

 

1. Comment on the impact of this event on the person in the poem? 

2.  What is the effect of the simile ‘Red like blood’ and what does this suggest? 

How does the colour red contrast with the ‘dark’ city?  What is the effect? 

 

‘Me not know what these people mean. 

It like they only go to bed and dream. Imagine that’ 

 

1.  What do you notice about the use of speech here? 

2.  What is inferred here about how the immigrant feels and their views of ‘these 

people’? 



3. What is the impact of the last line of the poem?  What do you think the poet’s 

message is? 

 


