
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Birling 

 
   
(Sheila begins crying quietly. Mrs Birling turns to the Inspector.) 
   
Mrs Birling: And if you'd take some steps to find this young man and then make sure that 
he's compelled to confess in public his responsibility – instead of staying here asking 
quite unnecessary questions – then you really would be doing your duty. 
   
Inspector: (grimly) Don't worry, Mrs Birling. I shall do my duty. (He looks at his watch.)  

 
Mrs Birling: (triumphantly) I'm glad to hear it. 
   
Inspector: No hushing up, eh? Make an example of the young man, eh? Public 
confession of responsibility – um?  
   
Mrs Birling: Certainly. I consider it your duty. And now no doubt you'd like to say good 
night. 
   
Inspector: Not yet. I'm waiting.  
   
Mrs Birling: Waiting for what? 
   
Inspector: To do my duty.  
   
Sheila: (distressed) Now, mother – don't you see? 

   
Mrs Birling: (understanding now) But surely …. I mean … it's ridiculous . . . 
   
(She stops, and exchanges a frightened glance with her husband.) 

   
Birling: (terrified now) Look Inspector, you're not trying to tell us that – that my boy – is 
mixed up in this - ?  
   
Inspector: (sternly) If he is, then we know what to do, don't we? Mrs Birling has just told 
us.  
   
Birling: (thunderstruck) My God! But – look here - 
   
Mrs Birling: (agitated) I don't believe it. I won't believe it . . . 
   
Sheila: Mother – I begged you and begged you to stop- 
   

(Inspector holds up a hand. We hear the front door. They wait, looking towards door. Eric 
enters, looking extremely pale and distressed. He meets their inquiring stares. Curtain 
falls quickly.) 

 

TASK #1 – Find and highlight a 

quotation that shows a difference in 

Mrs Birling’s character to what we have 

seen before. Explain your choice. 

 

TASK #4 – Consider Priestley’s use of 

punctuation. Discuss what the punctuation 

reveals about how the characters are feeling. 

 

TASK #2 – Mrs Birling ‘triumphantly’ 

says ‘I’m glad to hear it.’ What does this 

adverb imply about how she is feeling? 

Try and come up with TWO ideas. 

 

 

 

TASK #5 – How is the Inspector presented as a 

powerful figure in full control of the situation? 

 

TASK #6 – At this point in the play, do you 

think there is any hope of redemption for the 

Birlings? Explain. 

 

TASK #3 – Why has the Inspector 

interrogated Mrs Birling and Eric out of 

sequence? Consider what the structure 

of events does to the drama. 

 

 

 


