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Artificial control of fertility 

Specification references 

 5.3.6 The use of hormones to treat infertility  

Aims 

IVF is a modern treatment for those who are having difficulties conceiving a 
baby. Many fertility clinics will provide detailed information about these problems. 
This sheet will help to remind you of the different stages of IVF and why each 
stage is important. It also requires you to think about some of the issues behind 
IVF and helps you to form your own opinion. 

Learning outcomes 

After completing this worksheet, you should be able to: 

 describe the process of IVF in the treatment of infertility  

 evaluate the process of IVF. 

Task 

Complete the flow chart to describe the process of IVF.  

Then complete the questions below. 

Questions 

1  can be used to control fertility.  (1 mark) 

2 Oral contraceptives contain  that 

stop the production of  This means 

no  mature. (3 marks) 

3  can be used as a fertility drug, to stimulate 

 to mature in the  

These eggs can be used in  treatments. (4 marks) 

4 Do you think all women should be allowed IVF? Should there be any rules 
about who can have the treatment? Should it be paid for by a healthcare 
system, that is, the NHS? 

 Discuss the issues surrounding IVF treatment, giving reasons for your 
answers.  
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1 Fertility drugs are used to make lots  

of eggs mature at the same time for 

collection. 

2 The eggs are collected and 

placed in a special solution 

in a ______________ dish. 

3 A sample of 

___________ 

is collected. 

4 The _____________ 

 and _____________ 

are mixed together. 

5 The eggs are checked 

to make sure they have 

been ______________  

 and the early 

______________ are 

developing properly. 

6 When the fertilised eggs have formed 

tiny balls of cells, 1 or 2 are placed in 

the ______________ of the mother. 

Hopefully, at least one baby will 

survive. 
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