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Solving fertility problems 

Specification references 

 3.1.8 Treatments for infertility 

 WS 1.1 

 WS 1.3 

 WS 1.4 

 

Aims 

This sheet will help to remind students of the different stages of IVF and why 
each stage is important. It also requires them to think about some of the issues 
behind IVF and helps them to form their own opinion. The process of IVF is a 
slightly complex one that some students find difficult to grasp. 

Learning outcomes 

After completing this activity, students should be able to: 

 describe the process of IVF in the treatment of infertility 

 evaluate the process of IVF. 

Teacher notes 

1 Students will need to use information from the student book to complete their 
own diagram. 

2 The gap-fill questions at the bottom of the sheet relate to the key points from 
this topic. 

3 The final question raises some social issues. You may want your students to 
write down responses or discuss this question in groups. 

Answers  

Task: 

Drawing 1: several round eggs drawn. 

The eggs are collected and placed in a special solution in a petri dish. 

A sample of sperm is collected. 

The sperm and eggs are mixed together. 

Drawing 2: eggs and sperm mixed together. 

The eggs are checked to make sure they have been fertilised and the early 
embryos are developing properly. 

When the fertilised eggs have formed tiny balls of cells, one or two are placed in 
the uterus of the mother. Hopefully, at least one embryo will survive. (9 marks) 
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Questions: 

1 Hormones can be used to control fertility. (1 mark) 

2 Oral contraceptives contain hormones/oestrogen, which stop the production 
of FSH. This means no eggs mature. (3 marks) 

3 FSH can be used as a fertility drug, to stimulate eggs to mature in the 
ovaries. These eggs can be used in IVF treatments. (4 marks) 

Student follow-up 

This final question is an open-ended question that students may have their own 
opinions about. 

Additional support 

Supply students with the stages of IVF but in the wrong order. They can cut these 
out and arrange them into the correct order. 

 

Technician notes 

Safety 

NA 

Equipment 

NA 
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