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Cancer 

Specification references 

 3.2.7 Cancer 

 WS 1.3 

 WS 1.4 

 WS 4.1 

 MS 2c 

Aims 

You will carry out research to gather information on causes, effects, and 
treatments of cancer. You will present the information in a logical and well-
structured manner in a poster. 

Learning outcomes 

After completing this activity, you should be able to: 

 compare the differences between, and the effects of, benign and malignant 
tumours 

 explain why carcinogens and ionising radiation increase the risk of tumours 
forming 

 analyse the risks and benefits of the development and use of chemotherapy. 

Setting the scene 

You work for a local NHS trust. Your role is to inform the public about health-
related issues. You have been tasked with producing a poster for the GP 
surgeries in your trust. The poster should educate the public about the causes of 
cancer and some of the treatments used. The poster should be informative and 
well presented. 

Task 

You need to spend 30 minutes collecting information from web sites or text books. 
You are looking for facts and explanations.  

There are two main areas you need to research: 

 benign and malignant tumours 

 chemotherapy. 

Your research should help you to answer the following questions. Use the grid to 
record your information. 

http://www.oxfordsecondary.co.uk/acknowledgements


3.8.7 

  
 Student activity 

© Oxford University Press 2017   www.oxfordsecondary.co.uk/acknowledgements  

This resource sheet may have been changed from the original. 2 

 

 

Research topics Your information 

Types of cancers 

Describe what a tumour is.  

 

 

 

Describe the difference 
between a benign tumour 
and a malignant tumour. 

 

 

 

 

What health problems do 
the two different tumours 
cause? 

 

 

 

 

Describe how the following 
factors can increase the 
risk of a tumour forming: 

a  carcinogens 

 

b  ionising radiation 

 

c  some viruses. 

 

 

Treatments 

Describe chemotherapy.  

 

 

 

Describe the benefits and 
risks of chemotherapy. 
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Questions 

1 Benign and malignant tumours. 

a What is the difference between the two types of tumours? 

 

 

 

  

  (4 marks) 

b Suggest what health effects these tumours have on the body. 

  

  

  

  (2 marks) 

c Suggest and explain several factors that might cause these tumours to develop. 

  

  

  

  (4 marks) 

 

2 Treatment. 

a Describe the use of chemotherapy and radiotherapy as a treatment. 

  

  

  

  (2 marks) 
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b List and describe the risks and benefits of both types of treatment. 

  

  

  

  (4 marks) 

c Find and use data to evaluate the risks of the use of these treatments. 

  

  

  

  (2 marks) 

d Consider the issues surrounding the development of new chemotherapy drugs. 

  

  

  

  (2 marks) 

Student follow-up 

Use the information you have collected to produce a poster. This should take you 
about 20 minutes. 

http://www.oxfordsecondary.co.uk/acknowledgements

