
Why are Zoos 
important? 



What are Zoos?

• A zoo is a facility in which animals are housed within 
enclosures, cared for, displayed to the public, and in some 
cases bred.



The video clips discuss the pros and cons of zoos. Watch the 
clips and write down the key points on the Activity 1 – For and 
Against Worksheet: 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=irS_5-eVFUo

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8DlBJlahU1g

• Challenge: Read the article below ‘the Perspective on Zoos’ and 
highlight the key points:

• https://www.theperspective.com/debates/living/the-perspective-on-zoos/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=irS_5-eVFUo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8DlBJlahU1g
https://www.theperspective.com/debates/living/the-perspective-on-zoos/


Zoos Are Cruel and All the 

Animals Should Be 

Released into the Wild.

Topic



Zoos: The Context

In May, 2019 a Canadian zoo owner in Quebec was 

charged with animal cruelty when a member of the 

public reported that the animals were kept in poor 

conditions and expressed concern for their welfare.

Zoos began their life as ‘menageries’, typically an 

enclosed space used to keep exotic animals in 

captivity. Menageries often belonged to rich 

aristocrats and royalty as a sign of their wealth 

and power.

Modern zoos often incorporate scientific research, 

educational exhibits and conservation efforts but 

many activists argue that zoos are unnatural, cause 

unnecessary stress to animals and argue that animals 

are simply kept for human entertainment.

Do you think zoos should be closed down and 

their animals released into the wild?



What Do You Think?
Who do you agree with? Why? 

“People don’t understand the good 
that a zoo does. There are education 
centres for school visits that provide 
people with a chance to see animals 
that they’d otherwise never see in 
the wild. Zoos are also really 
important for research and 
conservation efforts too. A lot of 
money is invested in preserving 
natural habitats and zoos play an 
important role in looking after 
endangered animals.” 



What Do You Think?
Who do you agree with? Why? 

“These horrendous places should stop 
kidding themselves by suggesting that 
zoo visits are educational. Most visitors 
don’t spend much time reading the 
information boards – they just look at 
the animals and move on. Animals often 
show signs of stress at being forced to 
live in captivity, many are made to live 
in unnatural climates and there’s just 
something wrong about forcing animals 
to live a life where people stare at 
them all day for entertainment.”



For and Against

Considering different 
points of view as well as 
your own, consider why 
some people would want 
to keep zoos open while 
others would want them 
to close permanently. 



Research Activity

Many zoos now include educational facilities, 
researchers and attempt to preserve endangered 
species. Find and research a zoo on the Internet 
or by using your phone and answer questions on 
Activity 2 – Research Activity 

Your zoo could be one in the UK e.g. Chester Zoo or 
London Zoo or in a different country. 



The Big Question: 
Zoos Are Cruel and All the Animals Should Be 
Released into the Wild.

Complete Activity 3 – What do you think?

Using the statements on the sheets and any 
additional information you have found during your 
research decide whether you agree/disagree with 
the statement: Zoos are cruel and all the animals 

should be released into the wild. 

Give reasons to support your answer



Instagram Challenge – create a poster to support your 
point of view about zoos

Send a picture of it to @stcuthbertsscience


