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The Year 10 Information Session

Heads of Year Mr Arkell and Mrs Tomlin



Year 10 Information
Upcoming Key Dates – 2022-2023

Assessments

Progress Report – Thursday 15th December 2022

Parents Evening

Thursday 19th January 2023

Mock Exams

Monday 20th February – Friday 24th February 2023

Assessments

Progress Report – Friday 31st March 2023

Mock Exams

Monday 26th June – Wednesday 6th July 2023

Assessments

Annual Report – Monday 17th 2023

External GCSE Exams

May 2024 to end of June Approx.
(Exam timetables have not been issued by the exam boards yet)



The importance of 

good attendance

Mr J McAuley

Assistant Headteacher



Attendance 
and 

Punctuality at 
St Cuthbert’s 





You know your children

Are learning

Are being educated by specialists

Are making progress with their subjects



Attendance

Attendance is measured in %.

What does this mean?



Attendance

If a student’s attendance is 90%.



90% Attendance 

They will on average;

• Miss ½ of a day per week

• Miss 20 days in a school year

• That’s 4 weeks! 

• Miss 100 lessons!



Achievement
Research suggests that 17 missed school days a year = 1 GCSE grade drop 

in achievement.

That could be the difference between a 5 and a 4 or 9 and an 8 in

Maths or English

Improving your child’s attendance will help them achieve their 
true potential



Attendance

If a students attendance is 80%.



80% Attendance 

They will on average;

• Miss 1 day per week

• Miss 40 days in a school year

• That’s 8 weeks! 

• 200 lessons missed!



80% Attendance 

If your attendance averages 80% from 
Year 7 → Year 11……..

You will have missed

A WHOLE YEAR!!!



Attendance

Why is Attendance at 
St Cuthbert’s important to a 
Year 11 student?



The effect of Attendance on the number of Grades 9-5 GCSE passes
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Punctuality

Why is arriving on time 
important?



Punctuality

This is why

The effect of Punctuality of the number of Grades 9-5 GCSE passes
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Keys to success

Let us support you and your family

Phone us as soon as possible to tell us why your child is 
absent and when you expect them to return.

Only let your child stay at home if they are genuinely ill.

Do NOT take holidays in school time.



Attendance and 
Punctuality

Good Attendance & 
Punctuality is 

absolutely vital



‘The world is run by people who 
turn up’

Woody Allen



Mathematics

Mr W Neill

Curriculum Leader Mathematics































English

Mrs A Carney

Curriculum Leader English



• 2 GCSE qualifications: English Language and English Literature

• 4 hours of timetabled lessons per week

English Curriculum

English Language English Literature

Paper 1

Analysis of an unseen passage. Answer questions 
about the effect of language and the structure of a 
text.

Write a narrative or description.

Paper 1

Shakespeare: Romeo and Juliet
19th Century novel: A Christmas Carol

Paper 2

Analysis of 2 unseen extracts. Summarise the 
similarities/difference, compare writers’ viewpoints 
and analyse language use.

Write a letter, article or speech.

Paper 2

Modern Text: Blood Brothers
Poetry: Poetry anthology-Power and Conflict (15 
poems)
Analysis and comparison of 2 unseen poems



Romeo and Juliet  A Christmas Carol Blood Brothers Poetry

Year 10 Study of central characters and 

their relationships through 

key scenes to explore the issues 

raised by a patriarchal society

Nurse and Juliet

Loyalty

Familial love

Friendship

Context-Social, cultural, 

historical

Plot-all staves

Role of the ghosts

Scrooge and his transformation

Context-Social, cultural, 

historical

Plot

Mrs Johnstone

Mrs Lyons

Edward

Mickey

Linda 

Class

Nature

Kamikaze

Exposure

The Prelude

Storm on the Island

War

Bayonet Charge

Charge of the Light Brigade

War Photographer

Poppies

Remains

Year 11 Violence

Conflict

Love-romantic love

Fate

Cratchits

Family

Poverty/Class

Fred

Belle

Fezziwig

Nature v Nurture

Sammy

Violence

Superstition

Narrator

Religion

Control/oppression

London

The Emigree

My Last Duchess

Ozymandias

Checking out Me History

Tissue



•Encourage 100% attendance

•Help them to get organised-bring exercise books into school, anthologies etc…

•Encourage your child to complete homework tasks

•Time extended written responses

•Encourage them to revise frequently-quotes tests

•Test them frequently

•Encourage attendance at after school revision sessions

How can you help?



Exam Access Arrangements

Mrs C Barrett

Assistant Headteacher SENCO



• Access arrangements are reasonable adjustments that can 
be made in examinations. 

• Those most commonly awarded include a reader, 25% extra 
time and/or scribe.

• These must be the normal way of working for the 
candidate.

• Adjustments can only be made if a history of need is able to 
be evidenced.

• For most access arrangements a specialist assessment
must be completed.



Careers, Education, Information, 

Advice and Guidance

+ Health

Miss N Ward

Personal Development Lead



Post-16 Information 

The government states that you must then do one of the following until you’re 
18:
➢ stay in full-time education, for example at a college, school 6th form.
➢ start an apprenticeship or traineeship.
➢ spend 20 hours or more a week working or volunteering, while in part-time 

education or training.

… Fail to Prepare, Prepare to Fail

Higher attendance % = higher grades!

Higher level of qualifications = higher salary!

https://www.gov.uk/apprenticeships-guide
https://www.gov.uk/find-traineeship


Post-16 Information … Fail to Prepare, Prepare to Fail

Important that you start thinking about next steps:

What you can do:

➢ Speak to our Careers Adviser – Based in the Careers hub (by main office) 
every Tuesday and Wednesday.

➢ Access Unifrog as this gives you a wealth of ideas and options.
➢ Look at our Alumni page of the school website.
➢ Visit Open Days at the Schools and Colleges – dates will be posted on screens 

and school website. You can also explore their website and the Post -16 page 
on our website for links.

➢ Speak to your subject teachers or look at the Careers Boards in each subject 
area. 

➢ Consider the best option for you – T’ Levels/ Apprenticeship/ A’ levels/ 
vocational courses.

➢ Attend our Post-16 Progression evening – 6th October.



What is Mental Health?
We all have mental health, like we all have physical health

Mental health is about how we 

Mental health can be thought of on a sliding scale with negative mental 
health at one end and positive at the other



How deep is the 
mud?

Depends on who 
you ask!

We all go 
through the 
same stuff 
differently.



Improving wellbeing
There are a variety of things we can do to improve wellbeing

The New Economics Foundation and the Children's Society has set out 5 
things that children and young people can do to improve their wellbeing

Called the 5 ways to wellbeing
Connect – with people
Be active - exercise
Take notice – of the world around you
Be creative – art / cooking 
Keep learning – for leisure too

Get enough sleep! (8-10 hours)






