
Great Expectations

Key quotations



Great Expectations: Pip

‘Under the weight of my wicked secret’ (Chapter 3)

‘Too cowardly’ to do what was right (Chapter 6)

‘vulgar appendages’ (Chapter 8) to describe his ‘coarse hands’ and ‘common 
boots’

‘How thick his boots’ ‘how coarse his hands’ (Chapter 9) to describe Joe

‘I should never like Joe’s trade (Chapter 13)



Great Expectations: Pip

‘Make Joe less ignorant and common’ make him ‘worthier’ (Chapter 
15)

‘bear the sight of him’ (Chapter 40)

My repugnance had melted away (Chapter 55) about Magwitch

Don’t tell him I was thankless (Chapter 58)  Joe speaking about the 
child Joe and Biddy may have



Great Expectations: Estella

A clear voice demanded (Chapter 8)

‘boy’ (Chapter 8)

She walked away ‘scornfully’ (Chapter 8)

But don’t loiter boy (Chapter 8)



Great Expectations: Estella

You are to wait here boy (Chapter 8)

What do you think of me now? (Chapter 11)

Coarse little monster (Chapter 1)

No choice but to ‘obey our instructions’ (Chapter 33)

I am what you have made me. Take all the praise, take all the blame; take all 
the success, take all the failure; in short, take me.



Great Expectations: Estella

‘Deceive’ and ‘entrap’ you

I stole her heart away and put ice in its place



Great Expectations: Miss Havisham

‘Withered and worn away’

‘Skeleton’     ‘sunken eyes’

‘white’



Great Expectations: Miss Havisham

Love her. Love her. Love her!

I stole her heart away and put ice in its place.

You cold, cold heart.

What have I done? What have I done?



Great Expectations: Miss Havisham

‘dropped on her knees’

‘folded hands raised to me



Great Expectations: Magwitch

I'll cut your throat!

I'll have your heart and liver out

great iron on his leg

Let him make a tool of me afresh and again?



Great Expectations: Magwitch

You acted noble, my boy," 

Noble, Pip.

I'm your second father



Great Expectations: Magwitch

‘wounded shackled creature’ 

(eyes) lighted up as I entered.

Thank'ee dear boy, thank'ee

raised my hand to his lips


